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Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 094254 
ORIGIN NODS-OO 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /001 R 

DRAFTED BY AF/S:JDAVIDOW;DH 
APPROVED BY AF - AMB. SCHAUFELE 
AF/S:DKEOGH 
S -DSPIEGEL 
S/S:S. GOLDSMITH 

270125Z 004020/62 

O 270050Z APR 77 ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 

SECRET STATE 094254 

NODIS 

FOR ANTHONY LAKE 
E.O. 11652: X-GD;-3 
TAGS: PFOR, RH, UK 

SUBJECT: SECRETARY'S CONVERSATION WITH RAMPHAL 

1 . SECRETARY MET WITH COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY GENERAL 
RAMPHAL 4 PM TUESDAY. RAMPHAL URGED THAT US CONTINUE ITS 
CLOSE COOPERATION WITH UK ON RHODESIAN ISSUE, BUT NOTED 
THAT HIS OWN INSTINCT, BASED ON KNOWLEDGE OF AFRICAN 
CONCERNS, IS FOR US TO APPROACH ITS ROLE IN CONFERENCE 
WITH CAUTION. HE INDICATED THAT BEST ROLE FOR US WOULD 
BE TO BE PERCEIVED AS WORKING CLOSELY WITH BRITISH AND 

AS BEING READY TO ASSIST IN PROCESSES LEADING TO INDEPEN- 
DENCE. THE US SHOULD NOT BE A "FRONT-RUNNER", UNLESS THE 
AFRICANS COME AROUND TO ACCEPTING THIS POSITION. 

2. RAMPHAL EXPRESSED BELIEF THAT CREATION OF A COMMONWEALTH 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 094254 

PEACEKEEPING FORCE FOR RHODESIA IS POSSIBLE. HE STATED 
THAT HE HAD RECEIVED ENCOURAGEMENT FROM OTTAWA AND HAD 
DISCUSSED THE MATTER WITH GOVERNMENTS OF INDIA AND NIGERIA. 

HE NOTED THAT NO NATION IS PARTICULARLY ENTHUSIASTIC 
ABOUT THE IDEA OF COMMITTING ITS TROOPS BUT, GIVEN THE 
CRITICAL NATURE OF THE RHODESIAN PROBLEM, A FORCE COULD 
BE ASSEMBLED. RAMPHAL AGREED WITH THE SECRETARY THAT A 
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COMMONWEALTH FORCE WAS PREFERABLE TO A UN PRESENCE. 

RAMPHAL ALSO NOTED THAT THE COMMONWEALTH SECRETARIAT 
HAD DONE A GOOD DEAL OF THINKING ABOUT OTHER SERVICES IT 
COULD PROVIDE DURING A TRANSITIONAL PERIOD E.G. ASSEMBLING 
VOTER ROLES, MONITORING ELECTIONS. HE OFFERED TO SHARE 
INFORMATION WITH US . 

3. RAMPHAL ALSO OFFERED COMMONWEALTH ASSISTANCE IN 
MOVING TOWARD A NAMIBIAN SETTLEMENT AND SUGGESTED THAT 
US TAKE ADVANTAGE OF PRESENCE OF AFRICAN LEADERS IN 
LONDON DURING FORTHCOMING COMMONWEALTH CONFERENCE TO 
PRESS FOR NEGOTIATIONS. 

VANCE 


SECRET 


NNN 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 094254 
ORIGIN NODS-OO 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /001 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY: S/S:PSEBASTIAN 
APPROVED BY :PSEB ASTIAN 

271623Z 014108/44 

O 271530Z APR 77 ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO WHITE HOUSE IMMEDIATE 

SECRET STATE 094254 

NODIS 

WHITE HOUSE FOR DR. BRZEZINSKI 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE SENT ACTION LONDON 270050Z APR 77. 

QUOTE: SECRET STATE 094254 

NODIS 

FOR ANTHONY LAKE 
E.O. 11652: X-GD;-3 
TAGS: PFOR, RH, UK 
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SUBJECT: SECRETARY'S CONVERSATION WITH RAMPHAL 

1 . SECRETARY MET WITH COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY GENERAL 
RAMPHAL 4 PM TUESDAY. RAMPHAL URGED THAT US CONTINUE ITS 
CLOSE COOPERATION WITH UK ON RHODESIAN ISSUE, BUT NOTED 
THAT HIS OWN INSTINCT, BASED ON KNOWLEDGE OF AFRICAN 
CONCERNS, IS FOR US TO APPROACH ITS ROLE IN CONFERENCE 
WITH CAUTION. HE INDICATED THAT BEST ROLE FOR US WOULD 
BE TO BE PERCEIVED AS WORKING CLOSELY WITH BRITISH AND 
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AS BEING READY TO ASSIST IN PROCESSES LEADING TO INDEPEN- 
DENCE. THE US SHOULD NOT BE A "FRONT-RUNNER", UNLESS THE 
AFRICANS COME AROUND TO ACCEPTING THIS POSITION. 

2. RAMPHAL EXPRESSED BELIEF THAT CREATION OF A COMMONWEALTH 
PEACEKEEPING FORCE FOR RHODESIA IS POSSIBLE. HE STATED 

THAT HE HAD RECEIVED ENCOURAGEMENT FROM OTTAWA AND HAD 
DISCUSSED THE MATTER WITH GOVERNMENTS OF INDIA AND NIGERIA. 
HE NOTED THAT NO NATION IS PARTICULARLY ENTHUSIASTIC 
ABOUT THE IDEA OF COMMITTING ITS TROOPS BUT, GIVEN THE 
CRITICAL NATURE OF THE RHODESIAN PROBLEM, A FORCE COULD 
BE ASSEMBLED. RAMPHAL AGREED WITH THE SECRETARY THAT A 
COMMONWEALTH FORCE WAS PREFERABLE TO A UN PRESENCE. 

RAMPHAL ALSO NOTED THAT THE COMMONWEALTH SECRETARIAT 
HAD DONE A GOOD DEAL OF THINKING ABOUT OTHER SERVICES IT 
COULD PROVIDE DURING A TRANSITIONAL PERIOD E.G. ASSEMBLING 
VOTER ROLES, MONITORING ELECTIONS. HE OFFERED TO SHARE 
INFORMATION WITH US . 

3. RAMPHAL ALSO OFFERED COMMONWEALTH ASSISTANCE IN 
MOVING TOWARD A NAMIBIAN SETTLEMENT AND SUGGESTED THAT 
US TAKE ADVANTAGE OF PRESENCE OF AFRICAN LEADERS IN 
LONDON DURING FORTHCOMING COMMONWEALTH CONFERENCE TO 
PRESS FOR NEGOTIATIONS. VANCE 

UNQUOTE VANCE 
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